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Die report of the success of the A. A. A. S. committee in secur¬ 
ing a table for investigators at the Naples Zoological Station will be 
t)und on p. 283. As botanists were asked to cooperate in this en¬ 
deavor, and did so cooperate, and as the Station makes generous 
provision for the study of marine and littoral plants, and as it is 
quite possible that a botanist may make application for the use of this 
tilde, it would have been a gracious, not to say a just, thing to recognize 
botanists in the formation of the advisory committee, which is at pres¬ 
ent composed entirely of zoologists. 

Probably Secretary Langley was deceived by his knowledge of the 
English language into thinking that the American Morphological So- 
vvas not composed wholly of animal morphologists, and the 

of American Anatomists entirely of animal anatomists. 



CURRENT LITERATURE. 


Minor Notices. 


0 a monograph illustrated by two carefully prepared plates wit 
'Wo figures, Dr. J. W. Moll publishes his results of a critical an 
k* study on the karyokinesis of Spirogyra, together with 

outl,ne of the method used. 1 The latter is a most comment 
f ca ure, as no work of this kind can be thoroughly understoc 

»* s ‘ me knowledge of the method pursued. 

introduction, the author gives a comparative resume of tf 
(>,.*• e^eral eminent observers upon the details in question. 

*ttf re- 10 ^ etai ' s m met hod are unique, and cannot be wholly withoi 
v \ [ Skort pieces of Spirogyra threads are fixed in Flemming 

^o-'hon 4 ^ a ^ Cr t ^ orou 8h washing and bringing into 90 per cen 
' Ce oidinT mCanS a dia, y ser « they are imbedded in small bits ‘ 

tttj of :;, Q °; dCrt0 ^ acdltate handling and correct orientation. 

taa \ 01 n im bedded threads, are now stained with 

^ “Olet. :_. ._ 




’ cuae(1 lr > paraffin and sectioned on a microtome, 
d lh-'n ] Jr dea ^ s at sorne length with the finer details of struct 

—k Beat , U s and P^m, which, by this method, are brought 

c earn#>«v v j ew ^ several authors, that 
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discussion of the facts which seem to justify the conclusion, Dr. MoC 
says: “The chromatic substance, which will form the segment' j 1 is 
early stage leaves the nucleolus and is transferred into the nuclear 
plasm. At this stage the nucleolus assumes a modified shape, gettr-sj 
pointed at one side and at this point the chromatic substance lei* 




it, appearing in the nuclear plasm as small fragments, ranged it * 
intermediate, achromatic thread like the beads of a necklace. 
thus a skein, containing chromatic substance, is formed. 

Doubt is expressed as to the origin of the thread linking the'hi 
matic fragments together, but it is thought probable that the thread i» 
first formed from the nuclear plasm and that afterwards the chronuts 
flows out into it. The author is inclined to think further that the 
process of karyokinesis in Spirogyra is not essentially different fM* 

that in higher plants. , 

Many other interesting and important details are brought ou.w 

can only be appreciated and understood by a careful readin., 

entire paper.—D. M. M 



The thirty-fifth contribution from the Herbarium of 

lege is entitled ‘‘An enumeration of the plants col ecte 

■ ■8qo,” by Thomas Morong and • 

Ti fp'S 


Thomas Morong in Paraguay, 1888 

L. Britton, assisted by Miss Anna Murray Vail. , r 

the Annals N. Y. Acad. Sci. vn. 45-*8o. Dr. Hm(>J 

South America is a record of unusual courage an evo 10 . . j., 

and this bulky, well wrought contribution is one 0 its t_ . , 

study of such material is peculiarly difficult and can on ) ^ t0 

done at a few favored places. In this case, recours —u»J. 

great collections of Europe 


before the work could be 

, . larcrplv increase th. 


Some 


of this contribution to the South American ora. _» em ent tin 1 

wealth of material obtained can be had from t e ' , one .r'-' 

hundred and thirteen phanerogams (distribute t en 

and three families), and fifty-three l )terl v specie 1 

eighty-three of the former being desert e a j egumm^ 
lar^st families are Compositte (103b Graminc® 9 . l.^ 1 


largest families are Compositae ( 
Cyperaceae (47, and only tw 


Cyperaceae (47, and only two 01 u,c "‘ ” „ rhiaceX and 
Solanaceae (36), and Malvaceae (3 1 )- Euph 

yielded the largest number of new species. . 0 f 

J giJ'p -__ * j* rrav Herbanuiws 

A nr»r»r\T^r PAVTDTDTTTTnV frOlTl tilC ^ J • . 
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A RECENT CONTRIBUTION from 

University is announced as no. 


of a new series. 


t«0 


*30 


;B£ ^ 

tk 


univcrsuy is diiuuun^u \mer. 1 

papers published by Dr. Robinson 1 . : ns “Addid Clt1 ‘', 

garded as nos. 1 and 11. The present one c ^ prinf 
Phaenogamic Flora of Mexico, discovere 
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y* and is credited to the joint authorship of Dr. Robinson and Mr. 
H. E Seaton. Thirty-four new species and varieties are described. 

Mu. I. Christian Bay, of the Missouri Botanical Garden, has just 
■'d>Shed a bibliography of the tannoids, being issued in advance from 
"< tilth annual report. Such publications are exceedingly useful, 
r.c become necessary for the preparation of monographs. It will be 
cmtnilx red that the same author has previously published a similar 

bMiognaly'.of inulin. • v * ' " ? *1 


' ' HECIt i-isT of the plants contained in the sixth edition of Gray's 
Mji, u Iuls been compiled by John A. Allen and issued from the Her* 
oir .rn of Harvard University. The species have serial numbers, 
ii>< udmg the varieties, and show a total of 3,781. An appendix at- 
Ifttjut to enumerate the additional plants found within the limits of 
their irmal since the issue of the sixth edition, bringing the total num- 

Off ** * i' 


3 * 937 - 


A. S. Hitchcock has published a Key to Kansas trees 
*1 tieir winter condition reprinted from the 8th biennial report of 
* ansas State Board of Agriculture. 


With 
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been asked to submit the following 

Am " 17 * *Sh| 

,n our *. (1 en(^ n -ru tan t ca ^ l' teratur e is playing a very important role 


r -uieraiure 

^ to fellow-workers: 


psblivh 


a 


*ncp lllcrature 1S playing a very impuiwm iu». 

. herefore it will be a very necessary step to take to 

W(,r K simihr fri 1_I_:.L._u:_u_U 


Just’s Jahresbericl^: 


B * «\ Ust flf j o j ciiii tauci 1^1^. vv1iM-.11 wuiu 

kitty o»wyv/r/^ erS an< ^ wor k s > n every department of botany, abso- 

* jfftrv}*' 9 ' eac ^ °f these papers and works, short and perfectly 
1. * - 


•M mJL'! , i er na ,' 1 " n a 1 • i 

*'*kj In if ,:m, ! ale d hy 


1^- In ord -r t/! k S ou §l lt to t>e published every year. 

•Ovid ■ “ cr 10 bring forth such a work, the importance of which 
** a tonal, if n«»v<' 1-- — u,; shed and sold separately, 

[cal. In the 

ScaithsoiTiar, Dot . ar ? lsts be inaccessible. With special reference toi 

PUbl,Cations 1 w ill ' ‘ 

? ^ m etican hnrf ^**1 b. ar( Hy ever seen in private libraries-BBI H 
aa all th#> u. S? literature should be made accessible to every 

Wfor, £ d 0Ven . 

co-rs, lw. ; n .. e P u blishing should, as far as the business manage- 

m th « hands of a publisher. . . - I 


»w U1 A v • I " i m I** ^ ^ 1 ^ * 

state that in other countries these 

A work 
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